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Articles about chapter events and the members 
present, technical subjects, and personal experiences 
that would be of interest to the MAC membership 
are welcome for inclusion in the Signal Seeker. In 
addition classified advertisements may be submitted 
for inclusion as space permits. Email is the preferred 
means, but we have the ability to scan both text and 
pictures if you send them by mail.

MAC

Issue Date Articles Due Publish Date

Winter March 1 March 15 
Spring July 1 July 15
Summer Septermber 1 Septermber 15
Fall December 1 December 15

Signal Seeker Schedule

Business cards must be no larger than 2-inches by 
3.5 inches. Yearly Rates; MAC members: $20.00, 
non-members; $30.00

Member corvette related classified “Wanted and Parts for 
Sale” are free; however, they cannot be carried over to the 
next issue unless requested before the issue deadline.

Advertising requests should be sent to:

MAC Vice Chairman, suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com 
Cc: Signal Seeker Editor, rex@rexchannel.com

Full Year 
(4 issues)

Single 
Issue

Full Page (8.5” x 11”) $250.00 $65.00
Half Page $140.00 $35.00
Quarter Page $75.00 $20.00
1/16 Page $50.00 $15.00

Commercial Advertising

Business Card Advertising
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Elected Officers
Chairman Tom Vollrath
Vice Chairman K.C. Strawmyre
Treasurer Dave Gray
Secretary Bob Baird
Judging Chairman John Yglesias
Regional Directors
Northeastern Jim & Diane Hofferbert  
Southeastern Ken & Marti Hartzog
Southwestern Page Campbell
Northwestern Ron & Sharon Wilson

2009 MAC Board of Directors

Appointed Board Members Alternate
Charitable Activities Jim Hofferbert Vacant
Historian Tom Vollrath Vacant
Membership Manager Bob Patton Vacant
Merchandise Manager Diane Hofferbert Vacant
Nat’l Corvette Museum Ambassador Dick Schmid Vacant
NCRS Chapter Awards Representative Martha Baird Vacant
Properties Manager Tom Vollrath Vacant
Signal Seeker Editor-in-Chief Tom Vollrath (Acting) Editor - Rex Poole
Signal Seeker Pub. & Distribution Larry Negley & Ron Wilson n/a
Technical Advisors Mike McCagh & Jeremy Turner n/a
Web Site Manager Gary Wilkerson Leslie Lemish

Contact MAC Vice Chairman

*  *  *

*  *  *
for more information

suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com
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2009 
Nominating 
Committee 
Established

June 30, 2009

All MAC members,

The time of year has come for the 2009 MAC Nominating 
Committee to extend an invitation to all members who 
are interested in serving on the Mid-Atlantic Chapter 
Board of Directors in an elected officer position for 
the year 2010. These positions include Chairman, Vice 
Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary and Judging Chairman. 
Members in these positions will work as a team in 
directing and planning the chapter’s activities to provide 
an opportunity for all members to participate in judging, 
technical and social activities.

If you are interested in making a difference and keeping 
MAC the strong organization it is, please contact one 
of the following members of the 2009 Nominating 
Committee for further information:

Ron Wilson 
(301) 463-5570 

wilballauto@hereintown.net

Kay Patton 
(540) 788-4563 

rrpkcp@earthlink.net

Mike Hair 
(717) 263-0792 

mchair@embarqmail.com

The MAC Bylaws (Para. 6.1 & 6.2) provide for the annual 
appointment a 3 member “Nominating Committee” whose 
primary responsibility is to propose a Slate of Nominees 
to serve as MAC Officers on the MAC BoD for the coming 
year. This year’s Nominating Committee is composed of 
Ron Wilson, Chairman, Kay Patton and Mike Hair. Following 
a comprehensive canvassing of the MAC membership, the 
Committee will publish their recommended Slate of Nominees 
in the Signal Seeker (or membership email) in advance of the 
annual meeting scheduled for November 7th. The following is 
an open letter from the Committee.

Engine Stand - 2ea

Hydraulic Engine Crane & Tilter - 2ea

C1 / C2 Body Lifting Jig - 2ea

Solid Axle Rebound Strap Riveting 
Tool

Solid Axle Rear Spring Banding Tool

Engine Start-Up “Dash Board” Box

California Screamin’ 
NCRS Racing DVD

NCRS Training 5 DVD Set 
Judging 101, Ops, Matrix Training, 
Ref Manual, Paint & Fiberglass

Coil Spring Compressor

Mid-Year Trailing Arm Tools

Radiator Stamp Kit 
“GM” “16 CT” “06A CG”

Tom Vollrath

MAC owns a collection of tools and literature, 
primarily unique to Corvette restoration and repair, 
for use by members. Generally these are special 
use tools needed one time during a restoration/
repair project. If you have any suggestions for 
other unique tools that would make it possible 
to do your restoration task yourself, let me know 
and I can present your suggestion to the Board 
of Directors.
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Chairman’s 
Message
Tom Vollrath, Jeffersonton, VA

MAC is well on its way to another Top Flight year.  
We’ve had three great events since our last Signal Seeker 
issue went to press. In early March, MAC was hosted by 
Randall’s Racing & Machine in the Richmond area. We 
then moved north to Gettysburg the first weekend in May 
for our annual Chapter Meet. And finally, a Road Tour of 
the Gettysburg Battlefield. All three of these events are 
covered in this issue.

Looking forward, please take note that there have been 
two changes to the MAC schedule for the remainder of 
2009. The Chapter Annual Meeting has been moved to 
Nov 7th to de-conflict it with the Texas Regional. The 
meeting will be preceded by a Chapter Mini Meet at the 
Classic Car Center in Fredericksburg and followed by a 
return to the Riverside Dinner Theater. The date for the 
Fall Road Tour is still being worked but will be a garage 
tour in south central Pennsylvania with a potential 
overnight in the Gettysburg area.

Speaking of our Annual Meeting, we are already starting 
to put the framework in place for 2010. MAC’s Board 
of Directors Nominating Committee has started work 
on the slate of elected officers for next year. In addition, 
MAC is in continuous need of members willing to take on 
the responsibilities of our many ‘appointed’ positions. If 
you’ve ever had any thoughts of becoming an active 
member of the Board, please give me or one of the 
committee members a call.

I need to mention a major change for next year’s 
Regional that is currently being developed. Our May 
Chapter meet at Gettysburg was a dress rehearsal for 
the 2010 Regional MAC is sponsoring. While it was a 
great Chapter meet, many of our members highlighted 
problems with the facility that if left uncorrected would 
result in less than a “Top Flight” Regional. A group of 
MAC members worked to correct these problems but in 
the end the Board unanimously voted for a change of 
venue. Details of this new 2010 Regional venue will be 
available shortly.

As Chairman, I’ve tried to be sensitive to our member’s 
strong preference for judging activities and judging 
points. As keeper of the MAC toolbox, I cannot help but 
have noticed that they have accumulated a lot of cobwebs. 
When I put the two of these together, I have to wonder 
if we don’t need to consider changing the “restoration” 
to “judging” in NCRS, or NCJS. However, either way the 
pendulum swings between restoration and judging, there 
are still great friends and great cars at the center.

Finally, this issue’s ‘Chairman’s mug shot’ is a picture 
of Roy Sinor presenting Sheryl and myself a yellow 
Performance Verification ribbon at the 2007 Charlottesville 
Regional. On a whim I had attended a PV class at the 
Park City National in 2005 and realized that a PV was 
‘merely’ a means to making everything work correctly. I 
did realize that there was a big difference between a Top 
Flight car and one that would pass a PV. So, with a lot of 
good luck and help from Bob Patton, Ron Wilson and 
others, our 1961 passed on its first attempt.
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Required Chapter Activities

Variable Chapter Activities 
(6 of 7)

1. Host Chapter Judging Meet – May 1-2nd

2. Technical Seminar – Tech / Judging School, Mar 21st

3. Judging Seminar – Tech / Judging School Jan 3rd

4. Membership Meeting – Scheduled Nov 7th

5. Charitable Event – Charity Event Feb 7th

6. Chapter Road Tour – Scheduled May 3rd

7. Chapter Social Event – May 1st

8. Chapter Website Maintained & Linked to NCRS

Martha Baird 
NCRS Chapter AwardsBob Patton

MAC 
Membership
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Remaining Current

Frank & Barbara Antonicelli - May 2009 
Hummelstown, PA 17036 

Dennis & LuAnn Brightbill - Mar 2009 
Cleona, PA 17042

Richard Broadbeck - May 2009 
New Oxford, PA 17350

Kirk Deakins - May 2009 
Riverdale, MD 20737

Mel & Jo Hurst - May 2009 
Leola, PA 17540

Harry & Debbie Malone - Mar 2009 
Clifton, VA 20124

Walter & Melinda Rowe - Apr 2009 
Hayes, VA 23072

Barry & Linda Whitecraft - May 2009 
Lititz, PA 17543

John & Anita Zimmerman - Apr 2009 
Delran, NJ 08075

Welcome
New Members

We at Mid-Atlantic Chapter (MAC) of the National Corvette 
Restorers Society (NCRS) take great pride in welcoming our 
new members. Our chapter has been growing and striving to 
meet new challenges since 1982. Our members come from a 
variety of backgrounds, some with expertise on restorations, 
some with knowledge of Corvette history and some who 
just enjoy taking an occasional drive on a Sunday afternoon. 
Whatever your interests may be, please take some time to 
mark your calendar with our upcoming events and activities. As 
always, we look forward to seeing you and your family attending 
MAC events (your car or cars to be included of course). Should 
you have any membership questions, please call Robert Patton 
at (540) 788-4563, email rrpkcp@earthlink.net or contact any 
MAC officer.
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Mid-Atlantic Chapter
National Corvette Restorers Society

Membership Application

Delivery of the
MAC Signal Seeker Newsletter:

Electronically /Soft Copy (Default)

U.S. Postal Service / Hard Copy

Electronically /Soft Copy (Default)

U.S. Postal Service / Hard Copy

Delivery of the
MAC Membership Roster:

Signature Date / /

NCRS # (Required)

Occupation

Referred By

Corvettes (Years) Currently Owned

Email Address @

Home Phone Work/Cell Phone

City State Zip +4 -

Address

Name Spouse

Annual Calendar Year Dues - $30.00
Jul 1st thru Dec 31st - $15.00

Make check payable to Mid-Atlantic Chapter NCRS and mail to:

Membership in NCRS and MAC is open to persons interested in the restoration, preservation and history of the Corvette produced 
by Chevrolet Motor Corporation from 1953 through 1993. You must be a current member of NCRS to join MAC. NCRS is not 

affiliated with Chevrolet or General Motors.

MAC/NCRS
Robert Patton, Membership Chairman

12257 Elk Run Church Road
Midland, VA 22728-2418
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On March 21, 2009, thirty MAC members, NCRS members, 
and guests attended the tech and judging school at Randall’s 
Machine Shop. Chris Ritchie from the New England Chapter, 
who was in town, was welcomed to some Southern 
hospitality.

First some history about Randall’s Machine Shop. The shop 
was formally Wally Duncan’s Shop and it was considered one 
of the premier shops in the area. Randall Haynes, Roger Nixon, 
Wayne Hoehn and Wayne Fallon worked for Wally for many 
years. When Wally unexpectedly past away in September of 
2006, Randall purchased the business and it continues to be 
one of the finest shops on the East coast.

Before coming to Wally’s shop, Wayne Hoehn and Wayne 
Fallon worked for Hoehn and Eanes Machine Shop, which was 
considered another premier shop in our area. Some years 
ago, they had two NASCAR Busch motors in cars on the pole 
at Charlotte Motor Speedway.

After coffee and donuts, Wayne Hoehn explained the operation 
of the various shop equipment. The use of Sunnen Hone and 
how the torque plates make a difference in getting the best 
seal in the cylinder bores, how they check every crankshaft 
for cracks, the operation of the follow bench and how small 
changes in port configuration can make a big difference in 
head flow were just a few of the things explained.

Roger Nixon finished the morning session with several dyno 
runs on a large cubic inch small block street motor running 
on gasoline. He went over all of the various sensors and 
explained how they measure temperature, air flow, fuel flow, 
and how weather conditions affect horsepower and torque.

After lunch, Bob Baird provided a presentation on the various 
tire and wheel combinations involved in the C1 cars. He was 
followed by Page Campbell, who covered the C2 cars, and 

MAC Tech Session 
& Judging School at

Randall’s 
Machine 
Shop
Page Campbell, Richmond, VA

Sunnen Hone Demonstration

Magnaflux Machine Demonstration

Cylinder Head Flow Bench
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Wayne Hoehns, Randall Haynes, Wayne Fallon, Roger Nixon

Ken Hartzog, who addressed the C3 corvettes. We had lots of 
original rims and tires on hand for the model years covered. 
We addressed issues of how deductions could be made based 
on different situations and points available that one can incur 
on the judging field. These events are getting harder and 
harder to top.  

Dyno Run

Never know 
what you’ll 
find on a 
used car lot
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Although our Spring Meet started and ended with 
rain there were sure a lot of bright spots in between. 
One of them was a lot of great cars present and a lot 
of great friends enjoying their time together. Another 
huge bright spot was Sam Neide. When John Yglesias’ 
mother passed away one week before our event, Sam 
volunteered to step in for John as Judging Chairman 
handling all judging activities masterfully. Sam typifies 
a great MAC member.

Duane Ravenberg, Thomasville, NC

MAC Spring Judging Meet
at Gettysburg

Friday was a busy time spent with putting directional signs 
out on the highway and on the hotel grounds, hanging 
banners, setting up the registration area, agreeing on a 
tabulation room location, laying out the indoor judging 
area, registering people who attended, doing operations 
checks, placing all cars to be judged inside, and a host 
of other fun things which included dodging a lot of big 
rain drops.

Jeff Barbou conducted our judging school that afternoon.  
He brought his beautiful 5 Star Bowtie 1959 Corvette to 
serve as a classroom exhibit that reflected the qualities 
of a Bowtie car. Jeff spent time reviewing the Bowtie 
judging process as well as pointing out many original 
aspects of his 1959. Based upon the interaction of the 
students, his tutorial was well received.

Following the Judging School, we all traveled to the farm 
of local resident Frank Buck for a welcoming reception. 
Frank has an extremely nice collection of antique and 

Registration Desk at Allstar Center

5 Star Bowtie Judging Class

Friday Night Welcome Reception

classic cars, military vehicles and memorabilia with 
a lot of artifacts not previously seen by many of us. 
One example that stays in my mind is a WWII vintage 
tractor trailer often used to the USO to serve coffee to 
troops. What makes this trailer so unique is that it is 
covered inside and out with names of WWII veterans 
who signed the trailer when Frank took it to numerous 
veterans events over the past few years. It was a little 
heartbreaking to see those names and often where they 
served during WWII, realizing how few of them are still 
with us. On the brighter side, K.C. and Sue Strawmyre 
once again treated us to sumptuous barbeque with all 
the “fixins.” Thank you Frank, K.C. and Sue for making 
this a great reception.
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Flight Judging

Awards Banquet

Battle of Gettysburg Presentation

Judging Field

Most of Saturday was consumed with judging the 10 
beautiful Corvettes that members brought to the show. 
In addition to these 10 cars, six more Sportsman Display 
cars were parked inside the judging area. Judging went 
off flawlessly thanks, once again, to the hard work of 
Sam Neide and all the judges. In the meantime, many of 
the ladies took advantage of the area sites and shopping 
in the local Gettysburg area. Lead by Sue Strawmyre 
and Diana Gray, the group visited Boyd’s Bear and the 
local outlet mall. No word yet on the identity of the 
high roller!!

The Saturday evening included a cocktail hour, dinner 
and an amusing yet historical overview of the Battle of 
Gettysburg presented by Rich Kohr, a certified Gettysburg 
Battlefield Guide with the U.S. Park Service. Who knew 
history could be so exciting? Bob Baird enhanced the 
presentation by sharing a collection of original “mini-
balls” that he has found on various civil war battle areas. 
Although they are called “mini-balls,” they are not by 
no means mini in weight. The evening concluded with 
presentation of judging ribbons and certificates.

The weekend activities ended on a rainy (once again) 
Sunday morning when members ventured out on a road 
tour throughout the battlefield. Despite the weather, the 
tour was extremely satisfying due in great part to the 
commentary provided at various stopping points along 
the tour by our Saturday evening guest speaker.

All in all it was another great MAC event.  We also learned 
a lot about the facilities at the Eisenhower Hotel and 
Convention Center that we will certainly put to practical 
use for next years regional meet.
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Richard Broadbeck 
1967 Top Flight

Fred Alley 
1967 Top Flight

Claire Weidman 
1962 Top Flight

Ried Newcomb 
1966 Second Flight

Jeff Barbour 
1959 5 Star Bowtie
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Ron Daniels 
1967 Top Flight

Barry Whitcraft 
1967 Second Flight

Mel Hurst 
1967 Top Flight

Dennis Brightbill 
1972 Second Flight

Kirk Deakins 
1991 Top Flight

John Veen 
1993 Top Flight
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Road Tour
Gettysburg

If it had been raining back on July 1, 1863 as hard as it was the morning of our 
road tour, you can bet that the Battle of Gettysburg never would have taken place. 
The MAC Road Tour however did take place with some 14 in attendance and “tops 
up.” Our certified Battlefield Guide, Rich Kohr, meet us at the Eisenhower Hotel 
a little before 9:00 a.m. and continued to mesmerize us just as he had the night 
before at the awards banquet.  The complete 24-mile auto tour traces the three day 
battle in chronological order and while there are 16 tour stops, Mr. Kohr covered 
the entire battle plus some with only 4 stops.

McPherson Ridge

Rich Kohr

by Tom Vollrath
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Gettysburg

Our first stop was on McPherson Ridge 
in the vicinity of where the Battle of 
Gettysburg began about 8 a.m. on July 
1, 1863 as Union cavalry confronted 
Confederate infantry advancing east 
along Chambersburg Pike.

We then proceeded south past the 
North Carolina Memorial to the Virginia 
Memorial. On July 2nd the Confederate 
army positioned itself on high ground 
there along Seminary Ridge. The lines 
of both armies formed two parallel 
“fishhooks” and we were standing in the 
middle of the Confederate lines.  From 
this point we also had a great view of 
the open field to the east that was to be 
immortalized the last day of the battle 
by “Pickett’s Charge”.

Mr. Kohr then took us east across the 
Battlefield to the top of Little Round 
Top which afforded views of where 
Longstreet’s assaults were directed 
against Union troops occupying Devil’s 
Den, the Wheatfield, Peach Orchard and 
Meade’s undefended left flank.

Our final stop was at the “High Water 
Mark”. This was as far as Pickett’s 
12,000-man charge was able to advance 
on the afternoon of July 3rd before 
being forced to retreat. It is impossible 
to stand on this ground without being 
in absolute awe of the over 51,000 
American soldiers that were killed, 
wounded or missing in just three days 
in July so many years ago.

Confederate Lines 
Looking East

Little Round Top

High Water Mark
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MAC Annual Meeting
Nov 7th

www.classiccarcenter.net www.riversidedt.com

Date: November 7th, 2009

Classic Car Center of Fredericksburg
3591 Lee Hill Drive
Fredericksburg, VA 22408

Fredericksburg Hospitality House
2801 Plank Road
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
1-800-682-1049 or 1-540-786-8321
Discounted $79 per Night - Mention Group Code “MAC”

8:30
9:00
TBD

11:30
3:00
5:00

Registration (coffee and donuts provided)
Judges/Owners Meeting
Off-Site Excursion
Lunch
Annual Meeting and Election of Officers
Trolley Departs Classic Car Center for Hospitality House

5:15 Trolley Departs Hospitality House for Riverside Dinner Theater

5:30
6:15
8:00

11:00

Cocktail Hour
Dinner

Trolley Returns to Hospitality House and Classic Car Center
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Do you wish to Judge of Tabulate?

Phone NCRS # (see Restorer label)

City State Zip

Address

Name Spouse/Guest

Judging Questions?
Call John Yglesias at (703) 978-8529 or yglesiasj@cox.net

Make check payable to MAC/NCRS

Proof of insurance and vehicle ownership MUST BE INCLUDED with your registration for flight judging and/or 
Sportsman participation. No judged cars may leave the judging field until all judging is complete.

Hold Harmless Agreement:  I agree to insure my vehicle and property against loss, damage, and liability and 
to provide proof of such insurance to NCRS at the time of registration. I agree to assume the risk of any and 
all damages or injury and to indemnify and hold harmless NCRS, its officers, agents, employees, and chapters 
for any acts or omissions which may result in the theft, damage, or destruction of my property or injury to me 
or others occurring during, or as a consequence of this convention, where located.

Mail Registration to:
Mike Greenfield, 9703 Pamela Ct, Spotsylvania, VA 22553

Registration Form

Judging Registration

Family Registration Fee
Judged Car Entry Fee
Lunch
Riverside Dinner Theater

$10 (N/C for MAC Members)
$25 per Car
TBD
$55 (Includes Tax & Tip) per Person

TOTAL

=x

Yes No

Judging Level:

Year:

Exterior Color: Interior Color: Horsepower:

VIN:

1st Choice: 2nd Choice:

Convertible Coupe

Signature Date / /
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Passing PV requires that your trunk lid not fall more than 
two inches down from its maximum amount of opening. But 
whether you are trying to PV your car or are just simply tired 
of banging your head on the trunk lid and having to manually 
hold it open when loading or unloading, this is one area in 
which you want your car working as Chevrolet intended.

This is easier said than done, however, as most of these 
springs have compressed significantly over the years. You 
probably think that the solution is to simply buy a reproduction 
spring. So did I (Bob B.) and I was wrong. The new spring 
allowed the lid to sag just like the old one. So I fell for an ad, 
plunked down $50 and ordered a super duper pair of springs 
that came with bushings and such that promised to eliminate 
the sag. I even prepped the springs and bushings and painted 
them with red lacquer to match my trunk and put them in. The 
trunk lid still sagged as badly as ever. The only difference was 
that the spring was stronger when compressed and the lid 
would tend to fly up on unlocking. So now I was getting my 
head banged from both directions!

If your trunk opens reasonably far and the sag is not too great, 
you can simply screw the bottom nut on the threaded stud 
that the spring goes over farther in until the sag is no more 
than two inches from maximum opening. The problem with 
tightening the nut to prevent more than a two-inch sag is that 
your springs may be so weak that your trunk stays open only 
a couple of feet, which, of course, is not what is desired for 
either PV or pleasure use of your car. A fully opening lid that 
allows convenient access to the trunk is what is desired.

And it is what Chevrolet intended also. A little known fact 
is that everything on these cars is specified by Chevrolet 
engineering and, not surprisingly, so is the trunk opening. The 
trunk lid should open and the bottom edge of the center of the 
lip should stay open at a height of 35.2 inches above the floor 
of the trunk to the bottom edge of the trunk lid. (This number 
is for 58-60 cars, but you can figure out roughly what your 
maximum opening ought to be by just unscrewing the bottom 
nut on the stud to where there are still 3-4 threads showing 
below it and seeing how far it will open.) There is only one 
real solution to cure a sagging lid and that is to stretch out 
the old spring.

When I (Bob M.) took the spring out of the trunk, it measured 
7 inches and allowed an 8-10 inch sag in the lid. To address 
this, I used the tools and various other items shown in the 
photograph.

Next I stretched the spring with two long screwdrivers locked 
in place with 1/4-inch bolts as in the photo. I stood on one 

screwdriver and pulled with the other to get the spring 
stretched out to 8 inches, but 8 inches didn’t work for me. 
I had to start again and went to 8-1/2 inches and that did 
the trick. Bob and I also plan to market this as an exercise 
machine on the Home Fitness Network!

(Note from Bob B.: I tried 8-1/2 inches and that took my lid 
only to about 33 inches, not much more than it had been. Not 
wanting to repeat the process for a third time, I decided to 
get serious. I stretched my spring to 10 inches and I would 
recommend this or more unless you have the time to play 
with it. In addition, I got an extra pair of deck lid springs and 
stretched them to 10 inches, as well. I slid the deck lid spring 
inside of the trunk spring before reinstalling. My trunk lid stays 
up at 40-1/4 inches, which is about the maximum travel on 
the hinge. I leave mine this way because I like the convenient 

KEEPING THE TRUNK LID UP ON A SOLID AXLE
CORVETTE

To quickly remove your 
spring, close the trunk lid 
as much as you can to 
still get to the spring, put 
a plastic tie on the spring 
and remove the nuts on 
the shaft. Then open your 
trunk all the way and your 
spring will just drop it out.

Some useful items for stretching your trunk springs.
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Bob Muhs #41576
Bob Baird #39424

Trunk spring stretched to 10 inches. Note smaller deck lid 
spring on the inside.

Connect a screwdriver into each end of the spring. Stand on one 
and pull with the other to stretch the spring out to 8-1/2 inches. 
Note how the bolts lock the screwdrivers in place.

Compress your stretched spring back down to five inches so 
you can reinstall it. Keep it compressed with coat-hanger wire 
and heater hose and then remove the all-thread.

The secured spring will easily go back over the stud and the 
plastic ties, heater hose and wire can then be removed. Then 
finish installing  the spring. Note the use of the large washer at 
the base.

access to the trunk. Note that you cannot use the inner spring 
for PV because the coils of the inner and outer rub and this 
noise would not be acceptable.)

If you have ever removed and replaced these springs, you 
know how difficult it is at their normal length, so you can 
imagine how 8-10 inches would be! So I used a piece of 
all-thread rod and compressed the spring back down to 5 
inches. That way you don’t fight it on the bolt in the trunk. I 
made the hooks from coat hangers so the spring would stay 
compressed after the all-thread is removed. Make sure that 
you put the hooks on the second coil of the spring to be able 
to control the top of the spring and keep it straight for easy 
placement on the trunk hinge stud. You can also use plastic 
ties instead of coat hanger wire.

The photograph shows how I wrapped the spring with a piece 
of split-open heater hose and plastic ties to keep the hooks in 
place and to keep the spring straight. It may take a few tries 
working with the compressed spring, but keep it secured with 
the all-thread rod until you have control of it. I suggest wearing 
safety glasses when working with a compressed spring.

It is important to wrap the spring well to keep it as straight as 
possible after you take the all-thread away. It will slide over 
the trunk hinge stud very easily and once you get the first 
nut in place you are almost home free. I found that if you just 
have the crown of the trunk bolt showing so you don’t ruin 
the threads it will work better. It takes some pressure to get 
the top of the stud back into its hole, but go slow so you don’t 
over shoot the center point of the hinge on the trunk lid. Once 

you get it into place and both the first nut and the top nut in 
place, you can cut off the plastic ties and remove the heater 
hose and coat-hanger wires.

Lastly, note the 3/16-inch fender washer I used at the base 
of the spring to provide additional lift. This probably wasn’t 
necessary, but given the difficulty of removing and reinstalling 
the spring, it sure doesn’t hurt!  The trunk lid on my car still 
stays up with no sag a year later even though I keep my trunk 
lid shut nearly all of the time.

Wipe the upper portions of the spring and area with a little 
Prepsol and then shoot with a little trunk color. After the paint 
has dried, generously apply lithium grease to the hinges and 
coils and wipe off the excess until the trunk movement is 
nearly silent. Now you’re ready for PV or just enjoyable use of 
your car and no more banging your head!
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I need your help with my WCFBs (2631S & 2614S) 
please. Ever since Eric Gutscher took me for my first 
a ride in his brother’s 270 hp Corvette back in 1962, 
I have had a “love hate” relationship with Mr. Will 
Carter’s Four Barrel (WCFB). I restored my 1961, 2 x 
4, 270 HP, Corvette and everything is running great. 
The one exception is the unpredictable “puddling” of 
gas at low spots on the intake manifold.

My restored 2 x 4 carburetor set-up was purchased 
in 2004 from Dick Cantor of Eaglehead Restoration. 
Mr. Cantor came highly recommended, is very 
experienced and does beautiful work. Mr. Cantor 
has helped me diagnose the problem, provided 
gratis troubleshooting advice and has even rebuilt 
the secondary carburetor in an attempt to determine 
what was wrong. No luck.

The problem can best be described as:

1. A small puddle of gas collects at various low 
 points on the intake manifold. It is usually found 
 around the  front of the front carb but on occasion has 
 also appeared around the rear carb and is not 
 consistent (see photo with arrow).

2. The puddles appear primarily during cool down. 
 Again they are not consistent.

I have accumulated and gone through the following 
troubleshooting list many times and in many orders 
without success:

1. Fuel - Only premium 93 octane gas has been 
 used. I have even tried using an octane additive but it 
 didn’t seem to make a difference.

2. Manifold Nuts - The torque (14 - 18 ft lbs) on the 
 carb to manifold nuts has been rechecked 
 numerous times.

WCFB

SOS
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SOS

3. Horn Screws - The air horn screws (16 ea) have 
 been retightened numerous times (they seem to 
 always be loose?).

4. Gasket - Several new carb to manifold gaskets have 
 been installed.

5. Intake Manifold - The level of the intake manifold has 
 been checked with a straight edge and is “flat.”

6. Engine Temp - The engine temp gauge has been 
 calibrated with an IR thermometer and the engine is 
 not running “hot.”

7. Fuel Pressure - The fuel pressure measures slightly 
 below the 5.25 - 6.5 psi spec.

After none of these solved the “puddling” problem, I 
sent a letter detailing the problem to Bob Kunz in St. 
Louis. Mr. Kunz had been highly recommended by 
two different MAC members with WCFBs. Mr. Kunz 
called me several weeks later and explained that he 
had been sick and couldn’t do the work himself but 

did know the cause and solution. When the engine is 
shut down, the intake manifold and carburetors are 
heat soaked and their temperature increases. As a 
result, the fuel in the bowls heats, expands and due 
to the WCFB design has no place to go. Mr. Kunz’s 
time tested solution was to lower the float level 1/8th 
to 3/16th inch below spec. I promptly lowered the 
primary float 3/16th inch on the secondary WCFB 
(front) and voila! I had an entire summer of cruising 
without the first appearance of a puddle.

Unfortunately this is not the end of the story. 
Midsummer I wrote Mr. Kunz a nice thank you letter 
but it came back unopened with a “return to sender.” 
And, following my first winter maintenance drive (~3 
miles every two weeks) last December the puddles 
returned. At this point I’m stumped and am sending 
out an SOS.

Tom Vollrath
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2009 MAC Schedule of Events
July 3 - 12 National Road Tour

July 12 – 16 National Convention 
San Jose, CA
NE Section Road Tour (July 3 - 12)

August 28 – 30 Corvettes @ Carlisle
Sangrey 5th Annual Open House
Shippensburg Leasing Corp 8th Annual Picnic
Carlisle & Shippensburg, PA

September (TBD) Road (Garage) Tour
South Central PA 
Bill Sangrey, Duane Ravenburg

September 17 – 19 New England Regional 
Marlborough, MA

October 15 - 17 Texas Regional
Killeen, Texas

November 7 Mini Meet / Annual Meeting / Diner Theater
Classic Car Center
Fredericksburg, VA
Mike Greenfield, John Yglesias, Tom Vollrath
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